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To the Right Worlipful 


he Mayor, Recorder, 
and Aldermen ; with the Reſt 
of the Inhabitants of the Ancient 
Corporation of Stockton. 


Gentlemen and Neighbours, , 
Aving been Commanded by my Lord of 

Durham ta Preach the Sermon at His 
mſecration of Tour Chapel, and Intreated by 
Iu to Publiſb it; I gladly paid my Duty to 
ls Lordſhip, and I cannot be wanting in my 
We /pects to Ton upon ſo Good an * 

Such an Inſtance of Religion as Pu bave 
wen, De ſerves indeed All the Reſpecis that 
un be ſbe cm it; and as it had them from His 
uraſhip in a moſt Eminent Manner, ſo tis but 
ret it ſhould have them from us All as Oppor- 

wty 16 offer d. 
© |! was a Beautiful Sight to Behold That Day ||| 
Happy a Concord betwixt a Biſhop and His | | 

ck in their Reſpective Offices. His Affecli- il 
ate Readineſs to come to Tou, and the Cheer- | 
A 2 ful 


———_ ——— 


DEDICATION. 


ul Duty wherewnth Ju Received bim; Hy 
Orderly Diſpoſtl"of the Stlemmity, and Tur 
Exack,Obſervance, of it; T be, Gravity aud 
gulf wbhet ut Hd a through Hi 
Function, on the Reverence and Devin 
wherewith Tou, Attended. it: T beſe ur: 
T bigs which 'fpreall Satifadtion into Al 
Hearts, aud ſent them bome Far and Near 
with Joy. 

And now that the Service is paſt, I hope the 
BleſJmgs of Tour Dioceſan unn Pur Church 
vill remain, and be found upon Tour Perſons, 
and upon Tour Families, and upon All that Tu 
put Tour Hands unto ; And that Tur Corps 
ration will go on to Flouriſh and Thcreaſe, til 
Tour Church be Again too Little for Jou. 


LIam, vnth Au Tmaginable' Sincerity, 


Gentlemen and Neighbours, 
1 3 Your moſt Aſſured Friend, 
4 and Humble Servant, 


Jon SMA uy 
| TP | 2 E A \ 4 
"x0 Wo. \4 e III. 
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| —-# anna to the Son of David. | | 


HIS is the Voice with which our Sa-. 
viour was receiv d into his Temple at Fe ||} 
ruſalem; and wherever there is a. Tem. 1 


plwe prepared for him, the ſame is the | 
Wl Voice of his Reception into it. Tt expreſſes all the [1 

Affections of devont Minds, going forth to meet | 
their Lord; and conduct him to the Poſſeſſion of his 
Houſe among them; all that Piety which you of 
this Place are now ſhewing him, in the Perſon of 
tis Apoſtle, of your Biſhop, who comes to you in 
Chriſt's: Name, to accept this Houſe which you 
have made, ahd to dedicate it to his Preſence. + 
This Great Aſſembly, this Multitude of Diſci- 
ples, what ſpeaks it, but a Welcome to Jeſus, Ho- 
ama to the Son of David. N | 
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In this Acclamation we ſhall have to conſider 
tice Three Things. 
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I. What Relation it has to Chriſt's Coming to his 
Temple. why 


Il. What Affections it expreſſes to him there- 


Il, What Grounds it has for Them, 
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2 A Sermon preach'd at the 


I. What Relation has this Hoſanna to Chriſt 
Coming to his Temple ? 


1. To his Temple in Feraſalem. 
2. To the Dedication of it. LE 
3. To the Chriſtian Temples , as well 28 1 

that of the Fews. 


1. What Relation has this Heſanna to Chriſty 


£0 
Coming to his Temple in Jeruſalem? It uſually M the 
paſſes for an Attendant upon his Entry into the City Ml Cor 
but the Temple was indeed the Place that Chi the 
came to; Thither it was He went directly, v. 1% beer 
and thither tlie: Heſauna followed him, v. 15. by 
having there done its Duty, He declares the Pra was 
perfected; and we hear no more of it after in , nour 
other Part of the City. . 


- For the Original of this Service we muſt hat 
recourſe to the CXVIHth Pfaim; which is the'Sen 
pture from whence the Hoſanna is taken, and whit 
the Jews in the Times of the latter Temple us t 
ſivg upon their great Feſtivals , in Proſpect, of ti 


Meſſab's Coming at ſome of them. It repreſen Time 
him as proceeding in State to the Temple, and yet I 
his Approach, calling to the Miniſters of it, (the ſt 
ne the Gates of Righteouſneſs, I will go into t bears 
and I wil! praiſe the Lord. To this the People, MF Thing 
it were meeting him, make Anſwer, This i tbe H 
of the Lord, the Righteous ſhall enter into it. . 1. 4 
then after ſeveral Alternate Raptures of PſalmoWDedica 
They break ſorth into the Words of my Text, ¶ but in i 
25. Save now we beſeech thee, O Lord, which 5 2. T 


Fuzl:fh of Toſanna ; Bleſſed be he that cometh in our 
Name of the Lord, which is the Deſcant po 3. 


Conſecration of Stockton - CHapel. 3 
And then as if they had Finiſhed the Salutation uith- 
out Doors, They add, We have Bleſſed you out of "the 
Houſe of the Lord. And ſo carrying him into the 
Temple with it, They go on, God i the Lord who 
hath ſhewed us Light, Bind the Sacrifice with Corls, 
even unto the Horus of the Altar. Thus the Heſan- 
1 went out of the Temple and came into it many 
Time before it met with Chriſt, till at laſt he 
came, and found it in his Service. 
1. This Acclamation has not only a Reference to 
the Temple and Chriſt's Coming to it, but to his 
Coming upon a ſpecial Occaſion , The Dedication, 
the Conſecration of it, The Jewiſh Temple had 
been ſeveral times dedicated; by Solomon, by Fzra, 
by the Maccabees ; but of the Laſt Time, there 
was a Memorial kept in our Saviour's Age, and Ho- 
noured with his Preſence. Now of This it is Re- 
markable, That the Celebration conſiſted in the 
Carrying of Branches, and Palms, and ſinging Ho- 
ſama into the Temple, the very fame Solemnity 
that the People uſed to Chriſt, upon the Occaſion 
we have before us. And tho I would not ſtrictly 
infer from hence , that our Saviour came at This 
Time to the Literal Dedication of the Temple, 
yet I cannot but recommend to your Obſervation, 


bears to it, when we conſider theſe following 
Things: J 1 


. 1. That the Solemnity of the latter Temple's 
edication was never finiſh'd, nor ſuppos d to be ſo, 
but in the Coming of the Meſſab to it. 
2. That it was never finiſh'd in any other Coming 
cf our Saviour to it, till This of the Text. 
3. That it was Finiſh'd in this. ee 

| t. The 


the ſtrange Congruity which This Coming of his 
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0 . The Solemnity of the latter Te 


in the Coming of the Meſpabto it. Tis agreed on 
All Hands, That the Dedication of a Temple among 
the Jews, was to be compleated by the aaf 
on of the Divine Glory, to Notify God's Acceptance 
of it. This was.viſibly done to the Firſt Temple 
but never to the Other. To comfort them under 


This Want, they had the Promiſe of God, that he if 


would #7 That . Houſe alſo with Glos, and to that 
End, the Defire of Al Nations ſbquld come ; the Lid 
whom. they ſought ſhould come to his Temple, and 
his Coming ſhould be ſuddenly. Where there is a 
manifeſt Suſpenſion of the Dedication's Solemnity 
till Chriſts Coming, and yet a Connexion with it 
ſo that though his Coming was not till Many Years 
alter, yet in the Eye of Prophecy and of Faith, 
'twas, as it were Immediatktee. 
2. The Dedication of the Temple was never f- 
Niſh'd in any other Coming of our Saviour to it till 
this of the Text. When he.was firſt Preſented in 
the Temple, Simeon ſaw his Glory, and ſpake of 
him, and ſo did Auna, but it was All in the Spirit; 
as to any thing that could be outwardly. ſeen of 
him, He came as a Common Infant. Eyery Year 
at every Feaſt he went up to the Temple, and ther 
taught, and did Miracles, but {till his Coming to it 
was Private; the Manifeſtation of his Glory was 
not riſen to that Maturity upon which He miglt 
take upon him an Appearance to the World till gow. 
When his Friends would have had him go up to 
the Dedication, but Three Months before, and 


ſhew himſelf, He told them, His Time was ni 


yet come; and therefore tho he did go up. alter 
wards, yet it was ſtill but ſecretly, as if he hal 
5 . 


| Te ple's Dedicy: 
tion was never finiſh'd, not ſuppoſed to be ſo, but 
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&fFgn'd to put off all the Glory of the Dedication 
to This Time of the Paſſover. 

3. Twas in This Coming of Chriſt to his Laſt 
nfover, that he diſplayed That Fulneſs of Glory, 
by which the Dedication of the Temple was to be 
iſhed. The Perfection and Crown of the Dedi- 
ation Solemnity were the Sacrifices in the Oblati- 
, of which the Glory of God Actually deſcended 
Wo the Firſt Temple, and was expected in the Latter. 
: This Paſſover then our Saviour being to perfect 
lis Meſſiahſhip, by the Sacrifice of his Death and 
Mon, and to compleat the Glory of it by his Re- 
hrretion, took upon him an Unuſual Pomp; that 
ll might ſee , and take Notice of him in it; that 
they might behold here the Great , the only Sacri- 
ce coming to the Temple, by which God deſign'd 
o manifeſt himſelf, for the ſanctifying of his 
Houſe, to an Eternal Celebration of That Pure Of- 
ring. In order to That, obſerve how he comes 
vitin All the Forms of a Dedication. Beſides the 
ranches, the Palms, and the Hoſanna s, He makes 
re a Legal Entrance, He takes Poſſeſſion by driv- 
og out All other Pretenders , He purges and clean- 
5 it from whatever is Profane ; then He receives 
e Houſe, and Calls it his own, then he admits All 
ations to him in it, and declares the Hour come, 
lat the Son of Man ſhould be Glorified : And ac- 
ordingly calling to his Father, to Glorify his 
ame, there came a Voice from Heaven, like un- 
Thunder, or the ſpeaking of an Angel , the An- 
ent Manifeſtations of the Divine Glory. All this 
4s done upon This Coming to the Temple, where- 
it was Dedicated with ſuch an Appearance of 
ie Heavenly Majeſty , that even S:!omor's in All 
Glory was not arrayed like it. So near a Rela- 
on has This Hoſauna to the Dedication of the Tem- 
e among the Jews. _ 7 _ 
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Tt only remains to conſider, 3dly, What Relzti 
on it has to our Chriſtian Temples, and to the De 
dication of Them? 1 

If the Jews had been True to their Zfoſany!; 
and to the Purpoſe of God in them, Their Temple 
after it had been Conſecrated in the Blood of Chriſt 
and Filled with the Glory of his Dwelling Preſence 
upon his Exaltation from the Grave to Heaven 
would. it ſelf have paſſed into the Firſt Chriſti 
Church. Our Saviour when he here took Poſſeſſ 
on of. it plainly dedicated it to Chriſtian Offices 
My Houſe ſhall be a Houſe of Prayer to All Peopl, 
and as ſuch his Diſciples uſed it till they were gri 
ven out of it. When our Lord inſtituted his Sur 
per, he did it in the ſame Houſe wherein he eat th 
Paſſover : The ſame Hoſanna which brought hin 
into the Temple, brought him into the Churc 
concluded the Jewiſh and begun the Chriſtian $1 
crifice. Whilſt the Apoſtles were forced to pe 
form the Worſhip of Chriſt in Private, they did 
in the ſame Upper Rooms, that the Religious Jn 
in their ſeveral Diſperſions made uſe of for the 
Prayers. So ſoon as Chriſtianity could have t 
Liberty of Churches, the Cathedrals ſucceeded t 
Temple, and the Pariſh Churches and Chapels ſu 
ceeded the Synagogues and Oratories of Fews. A 
thus the Acclamation of my Text hath ſpread 
ſelf from the Temple of Feruſalem through t 
whole World, and has the fame Uſe to Day int 
Place, that it had in the Day of its Firſt Beginnin 


thoug 
cordir 
of Da 
vid in 


Flow i 


To bring Chriſt now to his Churches, as it d 4 . 
then to his Temple. And This is the Relation - a 
has to his coming to it. | gp 


Let us conſider in the next Place, | 


; the Ol 
, 2 | 
II. What Affections This Hoſanna 7 Apo 


Chriſt upon his Coming to his Templ | 
mention oaly thele, LET STS 


e 


„e te. FO. -s DRTre. 

1. It is an Expreſſion of your Faith. What the 
people believed of Chriſt in the Hoſanna of the 
Text, we may eaſily gather from the Title they 
nave him, The Sen of David. And if he had come 
vo the Royal Palace, to the Houſe of David, it 
night have been enough to believe that he was Da- 
vids Son; But when he comes to the Temple, to 
Bc Houſe of God, That ſhews him to be the Son 
of another Father, and requires a Faith of a high- 
x Nature. Hence we may obſerve, That the main 
ſcope of all our Saviour's Diſcourſes in the Tem- 
le, was to claim the God of it for his Father. At 
the very Beginning of his Preaching, he aſſumed 
there the ſame Authority of a Son, which he uſed 
now at his Laſt Coming; and upon the ſame Title, 
that it was his Father's Houſe , Joh. II. 16. When 
he was there at the Dedication of it, and they pe- 
ſemptorily Demanded to know who he was, he 
told them plainly, He was the Son of God, John X. 
36, And when notwithſtanding All This, they 
brought him here again into the Temple, as the 
Sor of David, obſerving how Defective their Ho- 
Inas were in This Point, he took Occaſion to ex- 
amine their Faith, and to Ask them, Whoſe Son they 
tought Chriſt to be; and when they anſwered ac- 
cording to the Tenor of their Hoſanna's, The Son 
of David, He faith unto them, How then doth Da- 
vid in Spirit call bim Lord? If David call him Lord, 
How is Fe his Son? Matth. XXII. 45. | 
I am airaid there arè a great many Hoſanna's that 
Want to be examined in This Particular, that go a- 
long with the Multitude to the Temple, and yet al- 
bw Chriſt to be nothing, but the Son of David, 
te Offipring of the Prince, the Child of Tempo- 
al Power, If theſe would be govern'd by our Sa- 
B 2 viour 
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viour's Argument . and ſubmit themſelves to the 


Determination of the Prince, We are bleſt with one 


over Us, whoſe Faith and whoſe Example, as well 
as David's, would ſoon reſolve This Queſtion. Ask 
your Sovereign whoſe Son Chriſt is 2 In the Fleſh 
indeed he came of David, and ſhe makes him her 
own, the Son of her Boſom, and never was there 
ſuch a Nurſing Mother; but in the Spirit, as Da 
vid called him, ſo ſhe owns him for her Lord, and 
never was there a more Devoted Servant. 

He is not then the Son of the Prince; neither is 


he the Son of the People. All this Equipage anc 


Throng of your Heſanna, makes him not the Prof 


duct of your Wealth, or of your Numbers, but 
acknowledges hita for the Lord of your Adorati 


ons. The Outward Splendor of Chriſt in th 


World, is owing to the Authority of Princes, tc 
the Good Will of their Subjects; but Chriſt Him 
ſelf, lis Spit tual Exiſtence , is the neceſſary Ob 
ject of their Obedience and Duty. The mighty In 
£lination chat appcars in This Kingdom, both it 
the Prince, and in the Subject, to make Temple 
for Chriſt, is moſt highly Commendable in it {ell 
and Glorious to Him: But ãſter all, your Prince 
ready, both for Her ſelf and You, to take up th 
Words of David, Who am I? And what is my Pei 
ple 2 that we ſhould be Able to offer ſo willingly afts 
this ſort ; for all Things come of Thee, and of thi 
ewn have we given thee , 2 Chron. XXIX. 14. 
David then may be heard in This Caſe, Chriſt 
not His Son, nor his People's ; All muſt be force 
to agree thus far in their Faith, That he is the Se 
of God. : 3 

The only Queſtion is, How far That Title u 
imply his Divinity? What the Jers gathered fro 
his Claiming it; is very Evident , that he m. 


'4 
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onſecration of Stockton-CBapel. 9 
himſelf God, John X. 33. But to put it out of all 
| Doubt, He told them clearly, I and my Father are 
Oe, v. 30. to teach us, that when we bring him to 
the Temple, we muſt allow him his Godhead, in 
which betwixt Him and his Father there is no Di- 
ſtinction. Of All the Abſurdities which the Reje- 
&ion of Chriſt's Divinity involves Men in, there is 
none ſo Great as Theirs, who deny him to be 
God, and yet allow him to be worſhip'd ; would 
have us build a Temple to a Man, and involve our 
ſelves in the Idolatry which Chriſt came to aboliſh, 
You therefore that are Builders of Churches, take 
WJ Care of the Purity of your Faith, when you bring 
your Saviour into them: Let your Hoſanna's be the 
Confeſſions of his Divinity , otherwiſe your Tem- 
ple can be none of his, nor will he reſt in it unleſs 
your Hearts be Right in That Article. 

2, The Hoſanna is anExpreſſion of your Foy. It had 


ucles; wherein the Fews celebrated their Delive- 
ance from the Tabernacles of the Wilderneſs to 
their Houſes in Canaan. From hence it was taken 
Into the Feaſt of the Dedication, to celebrate God's 
Deliverance from His Tabernacle alſo in the Wilder- 


dere was a Mighty Subject of Joy: But in the 
litter, ſo much the Greater, by how much it is 
Wo! more Importance to have God well placed than 
dur ſelves. The Feaſt of Tabernacles is a Grand 
Rejoycing to them that look no further than Houſes 
o Eat and to Drink in; but to Them that value 


Hanna carried by the Pious Worſhippers among 
le Jews, and molt Juſtly continued by All of That 
Viaracter among Chriſtians, When Chriſt came 

| * INS, Wi Nom 


ts firſt Toſtitution in a Feſtival, The Feaſt of Taber- 


nels to his Temple at Feruſalem. In both Caſes 


he Church of God, the Solemnity of Dedication 
sthe Only Gladneſs. To This therefore was the 


— — _ 
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from his Deſarts to his Temples , from his Priſons 
under Diocletian, to his Churches under Conſtantine, 
how Happy was the Change, how Chearful was the 
Sight of it ? To reflect upon the Sumptuous Stry. 
ctures of thoſe Times, the Magnificent Dedications 
of them, the Memorials wherewith they were Ce- 
lebrated, tis enough to Extort Foſanna's even at 
Our Diſtance from them; as bringing back to our 
Eyes the Feſtivity which waited upon Chriſt's Per. 
ſon, and conveyed him to his Temple. 

In This Proſpect methinks I know not how to 
blame That Piety of our Anceſtors, whereby Eve. 
ry Church had its Anniverſary; for it was certainly 
a Commemoration of the Greateſt Bleſſing that 
could come to a People. There might be ſome 4. 
buſes of ſuch. Feſtivals, the Joy was Great, and 
might Degenerate into Luxury , but the Reaſon of 
them was Good, and there were good Laws made a- 
bout them, that they might be both Solemaly and Or: 
derly kept in All Pariſhes, in Remembrance of That 
Happy Day wherein Chriſt came among them, and His 
Religion and Worſhip begun their Celebrations, 
hut if the Remembrance of a Dedication be {c 
Joyful, what muſt be the Dedication it ſelf? Ho 
Exceedingly ought You to rejoice This Day before 
God , not only for the Church which your Ance 
ſors built, a Memorial of Ancient, but ſmall Be 
ginnings , but for This which your ſelves hav 
built, a Monument of your Preſent and Growing 
Improvements. That God has given you Abllit 
and More than that, Hearts to go through with it 
That he has Bleſſed you in ſo great an Undertaking 
That your Eyes have ſeen their Deſire , have {4 
it finiſh'd. With what Thankſgiving may you co 
now into his Gates, with what Praiſe into his Court 
be Thankful to him and ſpeak Good of his Name. p 
535 : 
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Conſecration of Stockton-· Chapel. 11 
zaly, This Hoſanna is an Expreſſion of your De- 
fres, In Two Reſpects. 1. In your Prayers to 
chriſt; and 2. In your Good Wiſhes for him. 

1. It is a Prayer to Chriſt. Seeing him come to 
you, and believing him to bring your Salvation, you 
call upon him for it, and ſummon All about you 


0 Lord. The Firſt Thing our Saviour declared of 
| the Temple, after his coming to it, was This, That 
it ſhould be the Houſe of Prayer, not to exclude o- 
ther Offices, but to give a Preeminence to That. 
He taught daily in the Temple , and God forbid 
that his Temple ſhould ever want the Sound of his 
Word : But if the Word that is ſpoken there from 
him, be allowed to engroſs All the Duty of the 
Place, inſtead of the Devotion of Diſciples, you 


and Phariſees ; who all came about him every Day 
in the Temple to hear his Diſcourſes, and to ſee 
his Miracles, but Deſpiſed the Worſhip that was paid 
him, and queſtion'd the Authority of All his Actions. 
| It is a General Offence in our Reformed Churches, 
dat they are ſo little uſed for Prayer, or Sacraments, 
or any thing indeed but Preaching. The Morning 
ind Evening Services, the Stationary Litanies, in 
how Few Places are they kept up? And in thoſe Pla- 
ces, How little attended ? To All Perſons of Figure, 
 Woiptiſm, by a ſtrange Miſtake in Figure, is carried 
o Private Houſes. The Communion of the 
Nord Supper is ſo entirely neglected by the main 
oy of our People, that the very Celebration, the 
Ney Inſtitution of it, eſpecially as to Prayer, is in 
| manner Loſt : As if in our Churches there were 
Nothing to conſecrate but the Pulpit, as if we were 
bove the Font, and had not an Altar. 

| exhort therefore, that as in your Former Houſe 
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to Join in the Invocation, Save now we beſeech thee, 
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bring him nothing but the Curioſity of the Scribes 


——— 


12 Sermon preach e at be 


you were very Exemplary for the Continual Services 
of Devotion, ſo in This, which you have now x. MC 
rected, you would ſtill carry them on: That no MI" 
only Sermons, but Supplications , Prayers, Inter. MW"! 
ceſſions, and Giving of Thanks, that is, Euchariſt, MW” 
be made here, for All Sorts and Conditions of Men, WM" 
for All Bleſſings Spiritual and Temporal , by per- 
ſons of All Orders, in All the Parts, and Offices of i" 
our Excellent Liturgy. That Every Morning your Wit 
Prayers be ſet forth in God's Sight as the Incenſe, Mer! 
and that there be a Lifting up of your Hands for aal er 
Evening Sacrifice. That your Children be brought 
to the Baptiſmal Hoſanna, for the Prayers of the i 
Congregation, upon Vows to Chriſt heard again ini" 
the Temple out of the Mouths of Babes and Suck N 
lings. That your Catechumens be brought to thei þf 
Confirmation Hoſanna, for the daily Increaſe of God lt; 
Holy Spirit, until they come unto his Everlaſting Tre 
Kingdom. That your Penitents come with th A 
Hoſanna of their Litanies, Son of David, have Mer 
cy upon us. That your Communicants come with dle 
the Hoſanna of their Paſſover, Lamb of God, tha aritia 
takeſt away the Sins of the World, Grant us thy Pear t 
Parriculariy at This Time, that you All come with 
the Prayer of your Dedication , Beſeeching Chriſt tt 
vouchſafe you the Continuance of his Preſenc{F® tle 
which he now begins here, that his Eyes may HN Ca 
open towards This Houſe Day and Night, and that ih 
would hearken vnto theSupplications of his Servaii las | 
and of his People, which they ſhall make here beſoſ You 
him in all their Dangers and Neceſſities. nN 
2. The other Act of your Deſire is in yo Tem 
Good Wiſhes for Chriſt. Theſe are Neceſſary to iſ Hun: 
up the Senſe of the Hoſanna, which is a Congratf" Ende: 
lation with a Benediction annex d to it, Thus tl * G 
Eſalmiſt explains it, The Lord ſend now Proſperit), Ng his 


o ſpread their very Garments in the Way for him, 


Wo God, and to their own better Circumſtances for 
nore, Bleſſed be Ho thai Cometh in the Name of the Lord, 
is a Noble Atchievement of Piety-that you have 
ere rais d to Chriſt; all that behold it muſt bear you 
Witneſs, that to your Power you have been Zealous 
or him; but yet I am perſuaded, that how far ſoe- 
er your Performances have gone, your Endeavours 


edication, like that of the Temple which our Sa- 
our came to, is not without a Mixture of Concern 
whatever may be wanting that a good Mind could 
ih for. As to the Fabrick indeed your Joy is com- 
et; they that ſaw your Former Houſe, can have 
Trouble in a Compariſon of This with it upon 
at Account: Vet ſtill there are other Things to 
, without which it cannot be aſſured you, that 


riſtian Countries the Laws have always provided, 
at wherever there is a Church, there ſhould be al- 
Ian Endowment for the Services of Religion ac- 


du the Services are Great, ſo I do not doubt but 
ur Care and your Proviſion will be Anſwerable. 
the mean time let your Heſanna beſeech God, 
nas hitherto proſper'd the Work of your Hands 
n you; That he would go on to proſper: your 
ndywork; That Chriſt, who This Day enters into 


de Humiliation, may by the Bleſſing of God upon 
i Endeavours be exalted in it, to All the Compleat - 
Glory that his Habitation here below is capable 
hat his Word may be Preach d, his Sacraments Ad- 


hve wiſhed you — The Diſciples having pad. | 
chriſt all the Reſpect that lay in their Power, even 


thougfit it all too little, and therefore Recommend him 


nd your Deſires do go yet further. The Joy of your 


r Glory of this Latter Houſe ſhall be greater, In 


ning to the Exigencies of the Place: And as with 


Temple with Great Honour, yet not without 


rd, hisSacrifices Offer d, Himſelf Worſhip'd in 


* 


how many where the Churches have been pull 


itiuons might be depended on, Religious too ? 


_ Conſcience, but of Neceſſity. The Foxes have Hi 


reign, and the whole Body of Her Subje@ts in "i 


But neither are your Good Wilkes for Chriſt to 
reſt in his Sueceſſes here with you, Extend them to 
all the Endeavours that have been, or that may be ins 
uſed for the ſpreading the Faith of Jeſus through 
the whole World ; that he may have Temples to 


go to, at leaſt wherever we have any. SertlementsMit i 
for our ſelves. Whilſt you receive him into your duc 
Arms in your own Temple, look upon him as Th. 
Salvation prepared before the Face of All People is 
and wherever you obſerve any Hearts tending to ef 
wards him, give him There your Heſanna, that th Luc 
Word of the Lord may have free Courſe and auf 
Glorified, even as it is with you. cou 
T his Devotion is not only needed afar off, ther our 

is too much room for it here at Home. For tho I 
live in a Kingdom that makes loud Acclamations t 5 
Chriſt, and a Kingdom abounding too in People n only 
Wealth ro make them Good; yet through the Sacii 1 
lege of Some, and the Indevotion of Others, ho Inc 
many Places have we in it that want Churches tab 


down ; how many where they are fallen, agd da 
falling; how many where none have ever been Bu 
Plzres the moſt Populous and Wealthy, and, if Pr 

* 
MM 
breat 
Whilſt 
ſoided 
little. 
bout i 


how many of theſe greateſt and moſt flouriſh 
Places of the Kingdom are Private Howes multipli 
and adorn'd without All Bounds, and not a Houſei 
Chriſt, or for a Miniſter to be found in them. 

how many of Theſe Places are Private Meetings 
up, fill'd, and juſtified, not upon the Principles 


and the Birds of the Air have Neſts ; but the &. 
Man hath not where to lay his Head. Raaba 

There ſeems to be riſen up among vs now Al 
ther, and a Better Spirit. Our moſt Religious 80 


Unnſecration of- Stockton-Chapel. 15 
latent, bave taken into their Thoughts the Build- 


bpiety, have made a Precedent of it, in Proportion 
to the Increaſe of People in the Royal City; And 
it is to be hoped, That the fame Occaſion will pro- 
lace the ſame Effect through the whole. Kingdom. 
MM This is a Fair Beginning of Devotion towards Chriſt ; 
C Give him here your Good Wiſhes for the Perfecting 
of it unto the End; Say unto him, Hoſanna; Good 
Luck have Thou with thine Honour; Ride on, be- 
auſe of the Word of Truth, of Meekneſs, and Righ- 
eouſneſs, that Glory may dwell in All the Parts of 
or Land, and be the Joy of our whole Earth. 
l have now open d the Affections implied in This 


ama, Your Faith, your Joy, your Deſires. It 
ay remains to be ſhewn in the Third Place, 
III. What Grownds it has for them. 

Wy [need not ſpeak of Theſe toExcite your Piety, but to 
dabliſ it; and to Do it Right, and to Stir up Others 
wy the Example of it, I ſhall preſume upon your Pa- 
| 
| 


ence for a Few Words, under Theſe Two Heads: 


1. Chriſt's Expectation of the Hoſanna. 
2. His Defence of it. 


1. This Zoſama is what Chriſt Expedts. It is 


wmmonly Alledged againſt Any thing that may look 
breat about Him, what Humility he appear d in 
Whilſt he was upon Earth; how Induſtriouſly he a- 


wided All Outward Pomp, and conſequently how” 


ittle Need there is to be at any Trouble, or Charge 
cut it. To build Him Stately Churches, and Fur- 
Wh them with Coſtly Utenſils, and to bring him into 
em with All this Shew and Greatneſs, Who hath re- 
ured This at your Hands? | 11 4:3 
ish They who make ſuch Objections would 
oF-"niider the Hoſanna. Did .Chriſt Refuſe it? Was 
bt his Command at the Bottom of it? Did he not 


ing of Churches, have made it an Act of Publick 


his D MIL AIS NE TOCE VDON, ſaying, _ 11 


ads it is in This Place that All your Hearts have Uni 


__ IFckDevations mig! 


16 . ' ASerminpreachs at tb 
_ The Lord hath need'of him? ud Was not His Influ- 

ence upon the Heart of the Owner to Deliver him 
for the Service? When he was come to the City, 
Did he creep into a Corner ? Did he go but to a M Ri 
Synagogue ? Went he not to the Temple? Enter'd MI v« 
he not by the Golden Gate, which open d to the i 
very Front of it, and was the moſt Solemn Way in 


for a Proceſſion to it? After he had done in the ¶ ve 
Temple, and was to begin with his Churches, Did ab 
he not again ſend his Diſciples, for the Gueſt-Cham- ve 
ber, the beſt Room in the Houſe, that he pitcht upon2M 


Did he chuſe a Poor Owner, that had but a Small, 
and a Mean One for him? Was it not a Large Up- 
per- Room, ſuitably furniſh'd and prepar d? And did 
he not again Influence the Heart of the Owner to 
ſhew, and to ſupply it him? and Commanded his 
Diſciples after All, There to make ready for him, 
as if the Oblation had not been enough without : 
Dedication too. Why All this Exactneſs? Does he 
Deſpiſe your Houſes 2 Far from it. Wherever Twc 
or Three of you are gathered together in His Name 
tho' ir be but for Family-Piety, There he is in the 
midſt of them ; But he has his own Houſes alſo 
and his Solemnity of Coming to them; To Theſe 
your Hoſanna's Belong, and to Theſe therefore mu 
you go with them. I am perſuaded there is not 
Houſholder among you but would be as ready te 
ſhew him his Gueit-Chamber for his Devout Enter 
tainment, as He whom he ſent to in Jeruſalem Wa 
for his Eating the Paſſover. This Large, This Up 
per- Room, ſo well Furniſh'd, ſo well Prepar'd, ſhev 
the Diſpoſition of your Hearts for ſuch a Piety. Bu 


ted Themſelves to make him a Reception, ſo it 
to This he Entets in a Peculiar Manner; in This h 
takes up his Reſting-Place with you, that your Put 

?efars hither, and catry DN 


on ſecrahion of. Stockton 77 
The Truth is, That Every thing of This kind is lookt 
by. Chriſt according to its Circumſtances. - To 
people Unconverted He will come, tho they ſhould 
Refuſe him their Houſes ; But where there are Belie- 
vers, He is not too little for a Temple, Where there 
is a Temple, Built in a Captivity, by a Few People, 
in a State of Poverty, He will come to it, be it ne- 
ee fo mean: But where Numbers and Wealth En- 
dle his Diſciples. to Enlarge, and to. Enrich it, He, as 
Vell as They, chuſes it rather. He will fill the Houſe 
of Zerablabel with his Glory; but He can walk alſo 
in Solomon's Porch ; for, Behold a Greater than Solo- 
mon is. there. A Church of Boughs was Our Firſt 
Cathedral, moſt of our Churches in Thoſe Unſettled 
Times were of no Better Materials; The Believers 
cut down Branches from the Trees, and ſtrawed 
them in the way; But All That was only in order 
o bring him as ſoon as they could to his Temples, 
here he knew well enough how to enter into a 
Building of Hewn Stone, and to ſet his Feet upon a 
Marble Pavement. In a word, Such was his Ex- 
bectation of Proviſions to be made for his Temple, 
at when he came There, the Place where he ſet 
of bimſelf was over againſt its Treaſury, to obſerve 
tow the People paid their Gifts into it: Andas he 
v pplauded the Widow's Mites only becauſe they were 
a The All of her Penury; ſo he would ſurely have 
1 Cenſur'd the Donatives of the Rich, if They of their 
Abundance had not Caſt in much. But, 
8 2dly, Chriit does not only expect the Hoſanna, 
ut where there is Occaſion He Defends it. The Eve 
before he enter d into it, the Solemnity was open d 
ech the Profuſion of a Box of Spikenard upon his 
beet; the Sight of which Judas could not bear, and 
vould have Blamed the Offerer : Bur Je(us ſaid, Let 
ter alone: foe bath wrought q Good werk ou me, Joh. XII. 7. 


— —— 


The | 


Th 


you, If Theſe ſhould hold their Peace, the Stones would 
- © The Force of This Defence is Inexpreſſible 


or Miſguided by Error, to think the Z7oſanna a Su- 


Infant Reaſon, Pure and Uncorrupted would ri | 


— 
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18 Ae , T7. af de 
e next day the Proceſſion began, and the Accli. 
mations went forwards, till they came into the Tem. 
ple, in the very Mouths of the Children. Then All the 
Great Men of the Jews took the Allarm, and were 
fore diſpleaſed, Heareſt thou what Theſe ſay > Maſter, 
Rebuke thy Diſciples. But what did Jeſus Anſwer up- 
on This? Have ye never read, Out of the Mouths of 
Babes and Sucklings thou haſt perfected Praiſe? I tel 


0 


immediately cry out, Luke WXIX. 40. TY l 
But 
ſo far as I can reach it, tis as if he had ſaid, There 
is fuch a Neceſſity of Theſe Zoſanna's to me, that it 
is Impoſſible to keep them in, or to reſtrain-them. 
If the Diſciples ſhould with-hold them; If, inſtead 
of being Inſtructed as they ought in their Duty to 
their Maſter, they ſhould be Perverted by Prejudice, 


perſtition,and to Condemn it for Will-worſhip ; All 
their Pretences could not ſtop it ; The whole Mul- 
titude, the Common Senſe of Mankind would take 
it up, and proclaim it. 

If the Multitude ſhould be ſilent, if inſtead © 
having their Reaſon enlightned by their Years, and 
improved by their Experience, to the Underſtand 
ing of Chriſt, and to a Senſe of his Worſhip, Mer 
ſhould be able to get their Reaſon debauched b 
Vice, and confounded by Falſe Intereſts ; Tf the 
{ſhould arrive to account them the Oracles of Rea 
ſon, which Dictate Scoffs at This Hoſanna, ant 
make a Jeſt of its Triumph; They could not al 
put it out of Countenance, the Praiſe would be per 
teted out of the Mouths of Babes and Sucklings 


up and ſuſtain it. Human Nature ſucks in Tiſh 
Reverence with the Breaſt, and when one Genera 
tion refuſes to be Rational about it brings on th 


— — . — — 


Next, and recovers Religion by it. But if the 
Coming Age alſo ſhould be negligent, if the Weak- 
neſs of Childhood, if the Giddineſs of Youth ſhould 
© carry it alſo away from This Acclamation, rather 
W than it ſhould not be heard, the very Works of -Pie- 
W y themſelves would found it forth. The Bundles of 
W Boughs that the Fews carried into the Temple upon 
the Feaſt of Dedication, were called Zoſanna's, to 
expreſs the Fulneſs of the Joy, that the very Inani- 
nate Things were affected with it. For which their 
uubbins quoted that Scripture, Then fhall AP the 
fees of the Wood rejoyce before the Lord. Whatever 
t be that Devout Worſhippers make Uſe of in the 
Wl Glorifying of Chriſt ; That very Thing is a Hoſanna, 
1nd Bears its part in it. Xt 5 h 
And This is what our Saviour refers to when he 
ſpeaks of the Stones crying out: Not Avy Stones, but 
the Stones of the Temple. Thele, whether they be 
Standing in their Order, or whether they be Buried 
n their Rubbiſh, have their Voice, either for the 
-Wraiſe, or for the Conderfination of the People that 
"i long to them; and Both ways for the Glory of 
the God they belong to. 1313) 
8 Whilſt the Temple was Standing, its Beautiful Gates, 
is Spacious Courts, its Poliſhed Corners, its Lofty Pi- 
cles, ſtruck the Beholders with Great Conceptions, 


Argument ; The very Fabrick was Vocal, 'twas Im- 


vation, and its Gates Praiſe. Tho' our Saviour had 
tried his Diſciples ſeveral Times every Year to the 
lemple ; yet this very Laſt Time, as if neither They, 
dor He, had ever ſeen it before: Maſter, ſay they, 
hat Stones, ana what Buildings are here. On the 

5 ther hand, it muſt not be Diſſembled what a ſurpri- 
aug Anſwer our Saviour gave them, Yerily I ſay unto 


both of God, and of his People, without Any other 
pllible to look upon it without Calling its Walls Sal- 


12 there ſhall not be leſt ons Stine iipen another, that — ||| 
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3 pake this, and it muſt be fulfilled. But what was the 


Crurify him, and In God to a Depart hence. 


in Ruins; it carries Mourning and Deſolation in th 


| Voice of Sins louder than This 'of your Hoſanna. 


for Chriſt, live up toit. You ſtand in the Front of i 


ae no wc. fo it till it be in we 


CEO. _ 


Soul! not be rede Tess the Word of Druth's 


-|Barthed of this Fatal Event? Was it to Silerice the 
#oſanna of the Temple? Did-it reflect upon the wic 
dom of the Builders, or the Zeal of the Worlbippar 
By no means. But it had its Cry; and it was a ſtrong 
Cry againſt the Sins and Indevotion of their poſte 
rity. The Voice was ſtill about the Temple, bu 
the Sound of it was changed, In the nen 


Our Saviour therefore could not have given us! 
Better Vindication of the Heſama than This, That 
All the Bleſſings, and Judgments of God upon a peo 
ple, do ſhew themſelves in it. Where Churches art 
a Building, there needs no other Proof of God's Ble 
ſing ; it ſhews at once Religion, and Proſperity: Bu 
where the Churches of God are either not at all, o 


very Face of it, and with the ſame Breath 
the Impiety of Men, and the Indignation of God. 

If you This Day then be Examined of theGround 

of your Hoſanna, your Temple ſhall Anſwer it 

Henceforth let no Man eds you with Words, thi 

Deed of yours fhall ſpeak for it ſelf. You have nc 
thing to beware of, but only that the Reſt of you 

Actions do not ſpeak againſt ĩit; That there be not 


In that Caſe only the Temple of the Lord will 
of no Service to you, nor his Coming toit a Bleſſing 
But I cannot think of that. V ou have built a Hou 


the Zeal of God's Houſe in t his Kingdom; keep yo 
Place: Be Foremoſt in the Worſhip, as you are intl 
Building. In fine, you haus begun the Hioſannay a Pris 
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